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that the " riches of the Indies " might be brought to Europe without having to depend on the Arabs. One way had already partly been found, the one that goes east past Africa. But that had been discovered by the Portuguese, who looked upon it as their own. Had Columbus, on behalf of Spain, tried to go by the Portuguese route there would have been trouble.
The Portuguese were not the first people to sail south along the coast of Africa, but they were the first to reach the southern end of it. There was a very wise and brave Portuguese prince, known as Prince Henry the Navigator, and it was the great desire of his life to find a road round Africa to the Indies. So he collected together map-drawers, ship-builders, sea-captains and sailers, and, year by year, he sent ships to explore the coast. Each one, on its return, had some story to tell of new islands, new lands, and new peoples, but none of them got far enough south to find the road they were Iqoking for, and Prince Henry died before the road was discovered.
A year or two before Columbus crossed the Atlantic, Bartholomew Diaz sailed away to the south to see if he could write another page in the book of African discovery. He kept the land in sight, on his left hand, and came to the barren coast where the Sahara desert reaches the sea. In this part of the world the northeast trades sweep on over wide stretches of